PLANNING FOR THE BETTERMENT OF RURAL EDUCATION y 
= 


sounty Agricuitural Planning Committees ore interested in the problems sur- 
peending rural sohools, for several reasons: 


i. The increased burden of war taxsa vrobably will cause farmers to wish 
| te make savinje wherever possible. Education represents a large pro- 
persion of the local peneral property tax dollar. A study of the 

Local schools--particulerly the emall ones--may reveal several possi- 
bilities of reducin; taxes without sacrificing quality of education. 


As the war continues and the demand for nurses and for men end women 
to handle other wartime jobs crows, it may become increasingly diffi-~ 
cult to obtain competent teachers. 


tf the war lasts long, price levels my riso. Teachers! salarigs 
may also rise, which will further stretch the costs of operating 
small schools. 


An Interim Committees is now drafting recormzondations pertaining to 
schools to be presented to the next lezislature. Couwmty Agricultural 
Plenning Committees my perform valuable assistance by studying their 
Llecal school problems end thm developing recommendations which may 
be forwarded to the legislative interim Comittee. 


General becksround Information 


It is important that a general picture of the present rural educational 
system be obtained end of what has beon happening in the rural educational 
field in the last 16 years. The following data will be of great help in 
providins such e general picture. 


il. Trend in rural school enrollment. This informetion my be obtained 
Yom the axel reports of the county superintendent of schools, 
The total rural school enrollment for the county for the years 1926, 
1930, 1935, and 1940 may be used, 


2. frend in the number of rurel schools open and the number closed. 
Tis informtion also may be obtained from the anmuel reports of the 
aa Veggie GPiatacienty 


. Relation of size of rurei school to cost of of operation. 
q a @e Cost of ation. The cost of operating rural independent schools 
Yay “be Bcocpater ty deducting the anount spent by the district for 


tuition from the total generel fund expenditure (See Form 1), This 
informtion may be found in the county superintendent's amual 
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report. Use the most recent available. The cost of operating 
township schools may be determined by computing the total general 
fund expenditure for the towmship, then deducting the tetel tui- 
tion expenditure. The result my be divided by the number of 

_ tommship schools in operation to get the average for each school. 


aur, Z 
 b. The size of the rural independent schoole may be ascertained by 
Sbteining the average daily attendance Mgures from the snnval 
a report of the Se ne “IS wall be necessary to obtain the 
teachers’ annual r ts to get the average daily attendance fig- 
‘res for the township schools. 
_ @. The cost per pupil in average attendance is computed divid 
the <ctet anual operating = of the school by the pe btcbie ete 
ettendanse. The deta may then be classified in the following 
TRATID. OF 3 


Size of school in Cost per pupil in 
average daily attendanoe average daily attendance 


5.0 or less $ 
Sek to 10.0 

10.1 to 15.0 

15.1 to 20.0 

20.1 and over 


4, Wap of school enrollment. The trend in school enrollment snd in size 
of schools aay b@ Sfiecbively illustrated by mpping the respective 
size of the school enrollments, and the closed schools, showing their 

Location on a county mp, for the years 1925-26 end 1940-41, This 
data may be obtained from annual reports of the county superintendent. 
Yarious color sytibols may be used for schools of the following sizes: 
 wnder 7, 8 to 10, 11 to 15, 16 to 20, 21 to 25, 26 and over. The 
-enrclimens of the schools end the closed schools for the fall of 1941 
also may be mapped. Theseo figures my be obtained from the first six 
weeks reports of the teachers. These reports usually have been summar- 
ized into a county sumery by the county superintendent of schools, 


which is a convenient source to use, if available. 
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The value of background infornetion is directly related to the extent that 
people in the commuities study it. Suen material might well be used at 
to" maiip Fara Huresau mectings, P.T-A. mestings, eas well as used as 4 basis 
for nev spaper articles. 
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Studies of Local Situations 


It is necersary to cot down to specific cases if immediate loegl benefits 
are to asorne. Local sshool districts hive wige latitude of action which 
they may exercise. County agricultural Planning Committees might woll in- 
vestigate their local rural school situasion with a view to deter 
DOSssibilities of reducing educational costs end improving educational 
Opparsunities. But in either case it is highly importent that the rural 
schools in operation be located on a county map according to the size of 
their enrollment, es wll as locating the closed schools. A suggested 
teshniqune for this was described in tic iast paragravh of scetion 4 under 
General Backcround Information. Gnée tha map is compiste, it is possible 
to begin to talk about spesifie schools and situations. The lines of 
‘action open are twofold, 


A. Investigate the possibilities for Glosing smll rural schools and 
Paying tuition and transportation to adjoining rural schools. 


+e The first step is the location of tho fanilies with children in 
relation to surrounding schools. (Form GP 156 may be used) 


&« Find the cost of tuition and transporting the pupils to surround- 
in; schools. This is a mttor which must be worked out Locaily. 
The tuition charged is @ matter which must ba worked out between 
the local school boards ~ the only restriction being thet it may 
not exceed $54 per year per pupil. 


SMPORTANE ~ The basis for determining tuition for elomentary 
pupils is listed in tho discussion below, It is the sane for 
tuition pupils going to rural schools es to town or consolida~ 
ted achools. The lew mikes no mention of cost. 


5. investigate the possibilities for closing rural scliools near town 
or consolicated schools end paying tuition and trensportation to such 
sehools. 


tu many cases additional revenus could be obtained by consolidated or 
independent school systems by taking in additional pupils at the sle- 
mentary level end at the samo time reduce the cust of education to 
tas local raral district. 


is The prossdwe here is much the same as in A above. Again it is 
a matter of finding the cost of tuition end transoortation, 


TEPORTANE ~ immy county and town superintendents of schools have 
the erroneous opinion that school boards inust charge as tuition 
for outside elementary pupils the actual per pupii costs in their 
system. THIS IS NOT TRUB. Section 4253.3, Ch. 213, 1939 code of 
fowa, provides only tint “the tuiion cherged for elementary pupils 
shall be muibuelly agreed upon ly the respective boards, except 
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that it my not exceed $54 per year. 7% rakes no nention of 
cost as 2 basis for determining elementary tuition charzes). 


2. NOS - Transportation costs in southern iowa, where buses are . 
used, usually run arovnd $36 por pupil per year - in northern 
iowa about $10 lesg. Yhero no buses ars used, the cost is de= 
pendert upon the ability to reseh local agreement. The county 
superintendent of schools can give information on the local cost 
of transportation, 


Committees Action 


Every County Agricultural Flenning Comittee, upon completion of its study, 
should make recomiendation for action with respoct to (1) the rural sduca- 
tional systen of their oounty, and (2} noseasary changes in state law which 
will assist the poople in making the changes they believe advisabie. 


FORE 1, 
Computetion of Per Pupil Cost of School Operation 


=e aay ae : 2 : 5 
: Average Total seneral sRural school : Cost per pupil 
School namo : daily fund Tuition expenditure :in av.daily att. 
: 


3 = 4 5 +2). 


ie. attendance expenditure 
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CMe 156 


FARM FAMILIES 


School Districe # 


Name of School 


Township 
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Write name of each farmer beside the building site as John Jones 


Mark as follows; 
If owner, @“ John Jones 
If tenant and 


related to lendlord, tev Jonn Jones 


If tenant and not : 
related to landlord, wy John 


If hired man, ~. John 
] 


Jones 


Jones 
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